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neighbourhood planning and other considerations in order to satisfy the requirements set out in
legislation and pass the independent examination. 

This Basic Conditions Statement explains how the Neighbourhood Plan proposal as a whole and
the policies it contains meet each Basic Condition and other legal tests. 

The submitted Neighbourhood Plan proposal should also be read in conjunction with two
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regulations:

Consultation Statement: this sets out the consultation and engagement with local residents,
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Sustainability Appraisal: the Neighbourhood Plan proposal has been subject to Sustainability
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of the SA is to ensure that the principles of sustainable development are considered throughout the
plan making process and that all aspects of economic, social and environmental sustainability are
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BASIC CONDITIONS AND TESTS TO BE MET

INTRODUCTION

Schedule 4B of the Town and Country Planning 
Act (Para. 8) sets out the following conditions
which a Neighbourhood Development Plan is
required to meet.

1. The examiner must consider the following:
(a) whether the Neighbourhood Plan proposal meets
the Basic Conditions,
(b) whether the area for any referendum should
extend beyond the neighbourhood to which the
Neighbourhood Plan proposal relates and
2. The Neighbourhood Plan proposal meets the
Basic Conditions if:

(a) having regard to national planning policies and
advice contained in guidance issued by the
Secretary of State, it is appropriate to make the
Neighbourhood Development Plan,
(b) the making of the Neighbourhood Development
Plan is in general conformity with the strategic
policies contained in the development plan for the
area of the authority (or any part of that area),
(c) the making of the Neighbourhood Development
Plan contributes to sustainable development,
(d) the making of the Neighbourhood Development
Plan does not breach and is otherwise compatible
with EU obligations
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LEGAL REQUIREMENTS – BASIC CONDITIONS

This section explains how the Neighbourhood Plan
proposal complies with provision made by or under
sections 61E(2), 61J and 61L. 

• The Neighbourhood Plan proposal is being
submitted by a qualifying body 

In accordance with the Localism Act 2011, after due
consultation, the London Borough of Camden (“the
Council”) designated (a) the area covered by the
Neighbourhood Plan (“NP”) and (b) Kentish Town
Neighbourhood Forum as the Neighbourhood Forum
for this neighbourhood area. 

In order to meet the requirements for forming a
Neighbourhood Forum, at least 21 people should
lead and co-ordinate the plan making process. This
condition was met when the Forum was established.  

This NP has been prepared, and consulted on,
by the Kentish Town Neighbourhood Forum.
Neighbourhood Forums are a qualifying body entitled
to prepare a neighbourhood plan. 

The Kentish Town NP sets out policies relating to

the development and use of land within the NP Area.
Kentish Town Neighbourhood Forum and the Area
were both designated on 10 April 2013. It includes
the Bartholomew Estate, Inkerman, Kelly Street and
Kentish Town Conservation Areas, (see Map on
opposite page). 

The NP Area comprises all of the ward of Kentish
Town (except an area to the north west which is part
of the “Murphy Site”; part (about one third) of the
Cantelowes ward; a small nodule around Arctic
Street which is located in Gospel Oak ward and a
sliver of land at the southern end of Kentish Town
Road in the Camden Town & Primrose Hill ward. 

What is being proposed is a Neighbourhood
Development Plan 
The plan proposal relates to planning matters (it
contains policies relating to the use and development
of land) and has been prepared in accordance with
the statutory requirements and processes set out in
the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. 
The main aims of the Neighbourhood Plan are set
out in its Vision and Objectives on page 12 of the

� Enlarged Key for Map



Requiring good design 
Consultation demonstrated strong support for
good design within the community. Policies D1
(The View of Parliament Hill), D2 (Railway Lands),
D3 (Innovative Building Design), D4 (Non-
Designated Heritage Assets), SP1 (Kentish Town
Square), SP2 (Kentish Town Potential
Development Area), and SSP7 (Small Sites and
Infill Development) seek to enlarge upon, reinforce
and apply locally the existing Council design
policies. 

Promoting healthy communities 
A wide range of policies, in particular in the section
‘Community and Culture” seek to promote and
encourage active participation in community life and
healthy activities. Policies CC2 (Community
Facilities in Schools) is particularly aimed at the
needs of young people. In the Green and Open
Space section, policies GO1 (Local Green Spaces),
GO2 (Open Spaces on Estates) and GO3
(Biodiverse Habitats) encourage L B Camden to
retain and enhance Kentish Town’s small number 
of open spaces for the benefit and health of the
local community.

Conserving and enhancing the natural
environment 
Policies GO1 (Local Green Spaces), GO2 (Open
Spaces on Estates) and GO3 (Biodiverse Habitats)
enhance the environmental sustainability of the area.
Policies SP1 (Kentish Town Square) and SP2
(Kentish Town Potential Development Area) provide
for new open space and Policy D1 (The View of
Parliament Hill) aims at conserving the views to
Hampstead Heath.  

employment through policies SW1 (Supporting
Small Business), SP2 (Kentish Town Potential
Development Area), SSP1 (Car Wash Site), SSP4
(Wolsey Mews), and SSP5 (2 Prince 
of Wales Road).

Ensuring the vitality of town centres 
The NP reflects very strong support for local shops
through policies SW2 (Protection of Secondary
Shopping Frontages) and SW3 (Consecutive
Secondary Shopping Frontages), CC4 (Protection of
Shops outside the Centre) and SP1 (Kentish Town
Square). These policies are designed to maintain
and encourage a diverse range of retail offerings to
attract people to shop in the area in a way that non-
retail do not thereby adding to the vitality of the
shopping centres.  

Promoting sustainable transport 
Traffic has been a key issue raised by the public
during the consultations, with conflicting interests
inevitably being raised. The NP seeks to reconcile
the need for car parking to support local shops with
improved safety for other road users, especially
pedestrians. There is a growing proportion of people
using the two railway stations (Kentish Town
Thameslink Station and Kentish Town West Station)
and Kentish Town Underground Station, none of
which have step-free access. Pedestrian and bicycle
access between west and east Kentish Town is poor.
The NP seeks to improve accessibility through such
policies as GA (CIL Priority), SP1 (Kentish Town
Square), SP2 (Kentish Town Potential Development
Area), SSP2 (York Mews and Section House), SSP3
(Frideswide Place/Kentish Town Library) and SSP4
(Wolsey Mews).  
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HOW THE PLAN MEETS THE BASIC CONDITIONS

National policies and advice 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) –
sections 183-185, requires Neighbourhood Plans to
have regard to the policies in the NPPF. The
following section aims to show how the Kentish Town
NP has regard to relevant policies within the NPPF in
relation to:
• Building a strong, competitive economy 
• Ensuring the vitality of town centres 
• Promoting sustainable transport 
• Requiring good design 
• Promoting healthy communities 

• Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 
• Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

The Table 1 opposite illustrates which NPPF policies
are reflected in the Neighbourhood Plan’s Policies 

By way of further explanation, the following is
intended to show how the Neighbourhood Plan’s
policies have been developed having regard to 
the NPPF

Building a strong, competitive economy 
The NP has responded to popular support for local

Plan. The Vision statement can be summarised thus; 
We want to protect what is good about Kentish Town
and through the Plan to foster positive and innovative
development that will enhance the well-being of
individuals living and working here. The aim of the
Plan is to deliver the long-term goal of a balanced and
vibrant neighbourhood. Planning future development
has a vitally important role with developable land at a
premium, a shortage of housing, and pressure to
maintain employment space and open and green
spaces. The Plan’s aim is to balance these competing
demands with the key aim of making the
neighbourhood a better place to live and to work.

The Plan's Objectives cover seven areas:
1. Shopping & Working 
2. Design 
3. Getting Around 
4. Green & Open Spaces 
5. Community & Culture 
6. Spatial policies
7. Site Specific policies

The Plan contains 25 policies for the future
development of Kentish Town 
1. Supporting Small Business (SW1)
2. Protection of Secondary Shopping Frontages (SW2)
3. Consecutive Secondary Shopping Frontages (SW3)
4. The View of Parliament Hill (D1)
5. Railway Lands (D2)
6. Innovative Building Design (D3)
7. Non-designated Heritage Assets (D4)
8. Step Free Access in Kentish Town Stations (GA)
9. Local Green Spaces (G01)
10. Open Spaces on Estates (G02)
11. Biodiverse Habitats (G03)
12. Statement of Community Consultation (CC1)
13. Community Facilities in Schools (CC2)

14. Protection of Public Houses (CC3)
15. Protection of Shops outside the Centre (CC4)
16. Kentish Town Square Phase 1 (SP1)
17. Kentish Town Potential Development Area 

“KTPDA” (SP2)
18. KTPDA General Development Criteria (SP2a)
19. Car Wash Site Kentish Town Road (SSP3)
20. York Mews, Section House and Land around the 

Police Station (SSP4)
21. Frideswide Place and Kentish Town Library (SSP5)
22. Wolsey Mews (SSP6)
23. 2 Prince of Wales Road (SSP7)
24. Veolia Site (SSP8)
25. Small Sites and Infill development (SSP9)

The Plan also sets out recommendations (or
Projects), which should ensure that the Vision and
Objectives of the Plan are fulfilled in a wide range of
areas and with a variety of agencies. These Projects
do not form part of the statutory Policies.  

• The proposed Neighbourhood Plan states the
period for which it is to have effect. 

The period of the Kentish Town NP is up to [2031], in
order to align it with the dates of the LB of Camden
emerging Local Plan  

• The proposed Neighbourhood Plan does not
relate to more than one neighbourhood area and
there are no other Neighbourhood Development
Plans in place within the neighbourhood area. 

The plan relates only to the NP Area and there are
no other Neighbourhood Plans within the
Neighbourhood Area.

� Table 1
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

and writing this Plan. As this Plan has been written
with regard to the policies in Camden Council's Core
Strategy, this SA takes the approach of
demonstrating how its policies align with the 16
principles set out in the Camden Core Strategy
Sustainability Appraisal (January 2010). The
Camden SA provides extensive detail about how
sustainable development is a key part of the
borough's planning policies. The Council considers
that these sustainability objectives (see below)
remain relevant.  

1.4: Table 2 opposite and overleaf sets out how the
Neighbourhood Plan meets the 16 sustainability
objectives. The Plan is appraised to test whether it
adequately addresses each of the objectives with the
minimum of harm to others. It uses the grading
system outlined below:

•Excellent – the Neighbourhood Plan makes a close
to optimal contribution to the objective
• Good – the Neighbourhood Plan makes a
significant positive contribution
• Fair – the Neighbourhood Plan makes some direct
or significant indirect contribution
• Neutral – the Neighbourhood Plan does not
contribute to the objective
• Poor – the Neighbourhood Plan does not fully
explore the potential to contribute to the objective
• Undermining – the Neighbourhood Plan
significantly undermines the objective
• Not relevant – the Neighbourhood Plan does not
cover this objective

1.5: The appraisal demonstrates that the Kentish
Town Neighbourhood Plan addresses social,
economic and environmental objectives in an
integrated way. It also demonstrates that Plan's vision,
objectives and policies for the future development of
the Area are fully consistent with:
• the sustainability objectives and targets which form
the basis of Camden Council's SA
• all relevant policies, plans and programmes set at
the international, national, regional and local level
• meeting the needs of the local community for
housing, employment, retail, leisure and other uses.

The Neighbourhood Plan is required to contribute to
the delivery of sustainable development, which in
essence means catering for the needs of the present
and future generations in a way which does not create
problems for or diminish the quality of life of future
generations. Sustainable development is an important
and consistent theme running throughout the NP. 

1.1: Although there is no statutory requirement for
Neighbourhood Plans to be accompanied by a SA,
it was decided to outline briefly how the principles of
sustainable development (as defined by the National
Planning Policy Framework) have been taken into
account in the preparation of the Plan.

1.2: The NPPF says (paragraph 6) that "the purpose
of the planning system is to contribute to the
achievement of sustainable development". It then
(paragraph 7) defines three dimensions to
sustainable development: economic, social and
environmental:
• an Economic role: contributing to building a
strong, responsive and competitive economy, by
ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is
available in the right places and at the right time to
support economic growth and innovation, and by
identifying and co-ordinating development
requirements, including the provision of
infrastructure.
• a Social role: supporting strong, vibrant and
healthy communities, by providing the supply of
housing required to meet the needs of present and
future generations; and by creating a high quality
built environment, with accessible local services that
reflect the community's needs and support its health,
social and cultural well-being.
• an Environmental role: contributing to protecting
and enhancing our natural, built and historic
environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve
bio-diversity, use natural resources prudently, minimise
waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate
change including moving to a low carbon economy.

1.3: The principles of sustainable development are at
the heart of this Neighbourhood Plan and have been
followed at all times during the process of drawing up

Conserving and enhancing the historic
environment 
This is a subject of importance to an area proud 
of its history. Policies CC3 (Protection of 

Public Houses) protects historic pubs in Kentish
Town. Policy D4 (Non-Designated Heritage Assets)
aims to preserve and protect buildings of
architectural merit.  

� Table 2
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GENERAL CONFORMITY WITH THE COUNCIL’S STRATEGIC POLICIES
IN THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE AREA 

The statutory development plan currently consists of
the following documents setting out policies and
proposals for the development and use of land:
• The London Plan prepared by the Mayor of London in
March 2015, the latest published version consolidating
alterations made to the Plan since 2011
• LB Camden’s strategic policies in the Development
Plan 

The Neighbourhood Plan is in general conformity
with the Council's adopted planning policies: Camden
Core Strategy 2010-2025 (adopted 8 November
2010); Camden Development Policies 2010-2025
(adopted 8 November 2010); and Camden Site
Allocations (adopted 9 September 2013).

The Council’s strategic policies have been
assessed with particular reference to its detailed

objectives and to the following specific policies, to
ensure that the Kentish Town NP is in accord with
the Council’s adopted policies. In order to assess the
compatibility of the Neighbourhood Plan with the
strategic policies in the local Plan, Table 3 opposite
has been produced.

Any Core Strategy policy not identified in Table 3
is not considered relevant to the Neighbourhood
Plan because the Neighbourhood Plan does  not
have any policies directly relating to it. 

Before the Neighbourhood Plan was formally
submitted to Camden Council, planning officers
confirmed to the NDF that they considered that the
Neighbourhood Plan was in general conformity with
the strategic policies in Camden Council's adopted
planning policies. It is our conclusion that the Kentish

� Table 3

� Table 2 continued

Town NP is in general conformity with the strategic
policies of the Council’s LDF. It is worth noting that
the emerging Camden Local Plan has included a
proposal promoting mixed-use development in part
of the designated Industry Area. 

Strategic Environmental Assessment
Strategic Environmental Assessment is a
requirement of the EU Directive on the assessment
of certain plans and programmes on the
environment. The requirements of this Directive have
been incorporated within the Sustainability
Appraisals undertaken for the Submission Drafts of
the Camden Core Strategy and Camden
Development Policies (January 2010). The purpose
of a sustainability appraisal is to ensure that the
principles of sustainable development have been

considered throughout the plan making process by
the integration of social, economic and
environmental considerations. The sustainability
appraisals demonstrate how the policies in the
Camden Core Strategy and Development Policies
align with 16 sustainability objectives. As a statutory
planning document that must be compliant with the
strategic planning policies of Camden Council, the
Neighbourhood Plan should also contribute to these
sustainability objectives where appropriate. 

A screening process was carried out by the local
planning authority to determine whether a Strategic
Environment Assessment (SEA) would be required in
support of the plan. It was determined that the
Kentish Town Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have a
significant environmental effects and that, as such,
an SEA is required for this Neighbourhood Plan. The
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screening statement issued by Camden Council is
attached as Appendix 1. 

An SA Scoping Report was consulted upon in
January 2015. This was submitted to the statutory
environmental bodies: Historic England (formerly
English Heritage), Natural England and the
Environment Agency and was made publicly
available. 

An SA Framework was established as part of this
scoping process to test the Neighbourhood Plan.
This was based on the framework used in the
Camden Core Strategy SA. 

A full Sustainability Appraisal of policy options was
conducted to inform the Pre-Submission Draft
(Regulation 14). The draft was published in March
2015 for a six week period of consultation. A number
of proposed changes arose in response to the
comments made during the consultation and further
evidence gathering. The impacts of further proposed
changes to the plan have been evaluated through a
revised version of the sustainability appraisal. This
forms the Sustainability Appraisal Report which
accompanies the Submission Draft. 

A summary of the findings of the SEA
The Plan has been through an iterative process of
sustainability assessment considering the social,
economic and environmental effects of the plan. This
has helped avoid and mitigate any adverse
environmental effects and maximise the positives
through the plan’s development. 

Table 4 below summarises the key findings of the
Strategic Environmental Assessment. This forms part
of the submission to Camden Council. The
assessment is structured under 10 sustainability
“topic” headings.  

The SEA was updated on 23 November 2015,
since Table 4 was drawn up. The findings of all 10
sustainability assessments are that “these
conclusions hold true at the current time”. However,
some text has been added to the assessments. To
summarize:

The open spaces on estates policy may produce
benefits for estates’ residents that may also relate to
biodiversity. Development on the Kentish Town
Potential Development Area (KTPDA) will be
expected to achieve a reduction in carbon dioxide
emissions and also addressed is provision of new
educational institutions and healthcare facilitie.
Changes made to the KTPDA policy are supportive
of economy objectives, are less prescriptive in
respect of building heights, require provision of
affordable housing and housing for the elderly, green
and open spaces and leisure facilities. Access and
linkage routes for footpaths and cycle ways are
required, and any development will be car free, 
apart from parking for essential and Blue Badge
permit holders.   

Land availability assessment
Local planning authorities are required to identify a
future supply of land for housing and employment

uses by undertaking a ‘land availability assessment’
for the intended future uses. This is used to ensure
that all potential sites are identified and tested on an
equitable basis against a transparent set of criteria.
Sites holding the greatest potential for development
– sites which are considered to be suitable, available

and achievable would normally be brought forward
as site allocations. 

The National Planning Practice Guidance advises
that designated neighbourhood forums may use the
methodology to assess sites but that any
assessment should be proportionate. 

EU OBLIGATIONS 

CONCLUSIONS

Habitat Regulations Assessment
The NP is considered to be compatible with EU
Habitats Directive. The neighbourhood plan is not
likely to have a significant effect on a European site(as
defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2012) or a European offshore marine site
(as defined in the Offshore Marine Conservation
(Natural Habitats, & c.) Regulations 2007, either alone
or in combination with other plans or projects .

An HRA was undertaken for Camden Council’s
Local Development Framework documents and
concluded that they would be unlikely to have
significant effects on wildlife. As the KTNP is
intended to be in conformity with the LDF then a

separate HRA is not considered necessary.
Compatibility with human rights requirements 

The Plan has regard to the fundamental rights and
freedoms guaranteed under the European
Convention on Human Rights. It also complies with
the Human Rights Act. 

Camden Council has undertaken an Equalities
Impact Assessment (EIA) for the plan’s effects on
individuals and groups with protected characteristics.
{This is attached as Appendix 2)

The Plan has sought to minimise any negative
impacts and minor changes have been made to the
Plan in response to the recommendations made by
the Council in the EIA. 

This Neighbourhood Plan has been produced by the
community through consultations over a period of
more than three years. Two main themes emerged
very early on – namely the need to retain and
increase employment space and to increase the
supply and affordability of new housing. The Policies
set out in this Plan aim to meet these prime needs in
an area that has extremely limited land resources
available for potential development. 

The Plan also takes a forward looking approach
by identifying new development opportunities to
unlock currently unavailable land i.e. The Murphy
Site – SP2 (currently protected for industrial use) and

The Railway Lands – D2. It is possible that these
opportunities may come forward within the life of this
Plan as the demand for employment space and
housing increases.

The Policies have been drafted taking into
account national and local planning policies and are
considered to be in conformity with these polices. 

The Strategic Environmental Assessment
indicates that the Plan would have a significant
positive effect on the area. 

Taking all these together, we consider that the
Plan is in conformity with the relevant regulations
and should be approved accordingly.      

� Table 4
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